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in a region where a flock of salamanders dwelt. Two of
these birds had just left their nests, and the eagle, being in
a very famished state, immediately pounced upon them,
killing one, and wounding the other grievously, who was,
however, still able to fly to his companions, to induce thfem
to attack the eagle, and to rescue the body of his murdered
friend from the grasp of the robber. The eagle, who had
been nearly disabled in this unequal contest, then reasoned
with himself as follows : " It would be rank madness to fight
single-handed against such a number of enemies, and there-
fore flight will be the better part of valour." Accordingly
he returned to his usual haunts, assembled his tribe, and
said: " After the prowess of my beak, and the strength of
my talons have thus been put to shame, there is no other
remedy, if you refuse to aid rne in avenging my wrongs,
than to go among the owls, and to solicit their alliance.''
The assembly of eagles responded to this appeal as follows :
" We shall not fail to take signal vengeance for the blood
which dripped from your beak, and for the injury done to
your person, by accomplishing the total destruction of your
enemies/' The army of eagles immediately assembled and
started, attacked the salamanders, killing many of them,
and taking the others prisoners. When the eagles had
again returned to their homes they considered the best
mode of punishing their captives, and unanimously agreed
to destroy them by fire. They then threw them into a
mine of sulphur, which they called the self-kindled fire,
but to their utter surprise the intended victims exclaimed
joyfully from the midst of the flames: " Unlucky wights !
Do you not know that this species of death leads us to
eternal life ? You compared us to yourselves, and knew
not that fire annihilates the wicked and the unjust, but
cannot injure the righteous !" This event greatly astonished
the assembly of eagles, and depressed their spirits, but
there was no remedy for their grief.

* You look at my associating with learned men from your
own standpoint, and are in your folly quite unaware that
such company is the greatest blessing to me. Whereas, on